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724 PSYCHOLOGICAL LITER ATUEE. 

apraxia. The contrary was true in this case. Dr. Laquer is inclined 
to look upon it here (though he admits that it may have been only 
an effect of the other disturbances) as the result of psychic blindness 
from the small lesion on the edge of the occipital lobe, and to find 
the reason for its early disappearance in the small size of that lesion. 

A case of thrombosis of the longitudinal sinus, together with the anterior 
frontal win, causing localized foci of hemorrhage, lehich produced 
remarkably localized cortical epilepsy. Victoe Horsley. Brain, 
April, 1888. 

The progress of one of these fits is thus described : " The patient 
was lying on his back ; first the head turned to the left, and he made 
a slight moaning noise ; then the eyes turned upwards ; he threw 
the left arm straight forwards^ then upwards and outwards ; the head 
then turned slightly to the right, and lastly both legs became con- 
vulsed, the mouth slightly open." In later ones, " extension of the 
wrist, with an interosseal position of the fingers," was noted. The 
autopsy showed lesions on the right hemisphere of the posterior one 
sixth of the middle frontal convolution and the edge of the superior, 
with congestion of the ascending convolution^ especially in its adja- 
cent edge and of the membranes of the superior frontal sulcus, and, 
on the left hemisphere, of a portion of the forward half of the 
middle third of the superior frontal convolution. And there was 
also on this side a general thin fibrinous exudation adhering to the 
dura mater. The case is interesting " in localizing the situation in 
man of Dr. Ferrier's area for the turning of the head and eyes to 
the opposite side, and at the same time the anterior limit of the 
upper limb area, together with the special representation of the seg- 
ments of that limb at the anterior part of the region devoted to it." 

Essai historique et critique sur le delire des persecutions. J. H. E. 
MANitBE. Inaug. dis., 1886. 

This essay traces the resemblances of the possessions, sorceries, 
demonopathies, and psychic pestilences of the Middle Ages to the 
modern delirium of persecution, the sufferers from which fear 
poisoning or think themselves wrought upon by electricity, tele- 
phoning, etc. All are found to be alike in nature, but taking their 
special coloring from the knowledge and superstition of the times. 
In the same way the ideas of greatness that make the emperors, 
millionaires, and great personages of the asylums were paralleled in 
those days by the prophets, the Messiahs and the Beelzebubs. The 
author finds both the ideas of persecution and those of grandeur to 
be stages of chronic delirium, which, when it shows its full course, 
begins in a period of incubation, upon which follows the stage of 
persecution, then that of exaltation, and finally dementia. The 
logical transition from the second to the third stages is something 
like this : I am fearfully persecuted ; but men of humble station 
are never persecuted ; ergo I cannot be a man of humble station. 

On Arrested Cerebral Development. B. Sachs. EOT)rint from Journal 
of Nervous and Mental Disease, "Vol. XIV, Sept. and Oct. 1887. 

It is reasonable to suppose that arrested development should 
throw light upon normal function in much the same way as degene- 
rations, but the brains of idiots have rarely been minutely studied 



